CHAPTER  OF SURPRISES.                  5
itself on  the apprehensions and memories of the most cursory reader.
And this all the more from its having been from beginning to end a chapter of surprises. Men were surprised, as well they might be, at Mr. CapePs vigorous and almost vicious onslaught upon the Ritualists, the gist of the accusation being that they were doing, consciously or unconsciously, his master's work. Than Canon Liddou, as the champion of Ritualism, rushing forward with an absolute and indignant denial of the charge, took the world by surprise, as the impression of ninety oufc of a hundred thinking men had long been that these Ritualists were, rightly or wrongly, doing the very thing which was alleged against them; and this surprise was- increased when Mr. Capel returned to the charge with handfuls of quotations from Ritualistic books, of which the world in general had been comparatively in ignorance. It was a wonder how Dr. Liddon shxmld have rushed forward so ill prepared and ill equipped, in the face of such an array of facts; while it was incomprehensible, inconceivable, and therefore again surprising, that "the main stay of the Ritualistic cause,9 as Mr. Orby Shipley styles him, could have been ignorant of the contents of these books, especially as in the editing and publishing of some of them he had taken part. Still greater was the surprise at the answer, or excuse, or apology, which was put forth by the Ritualistic champion, that the words quoted were used by their authors carelessly,1 or in obedience to the necessities of rhyme. Men were not surprised when Mr. Carter came forward with an indignant denial2 of the somewhat soft indictment, and an emphatic assertion that lie meant what he said; they would scarcely have been surprised if a similar voice had come forth from Dr. Nealo's grave; but the surprise was that such, a plea could gravely be used by
1 (Japol-Lidduu Corrubpondtaico, No. XHI XXV.         - -//'., No. XXIV.